Tavistock Publications, 1958 . IN this monograph the authors begin by laying before their readers a theoretical framework which they then proceed to apply to the behaviour and utterances of a group of schizophrenic patients between 20 and 40 years of age who had been in the chronic refractory wards of the Glasgow Royal Mental Hospital and who had been diagnosed as schizophrenic more than two years previously. They do not make it clear how long the patients had to be in these wards before they qualified for selection, nor do they state whether all patients found there who fulfilled their other requirements were used for the study. It would have been useful to know whether any were left out and the reasons for their omission.
It is not until chapter 10 of this eleven-chapter monograph that, as Miss Anna Freud says in her introduction, "Finally, readers are introduced to the painstaking methods by which the patients are induced-wherever possible-to re-establish contact with the environment." Prior to this there is a detailed presentation and consideration of the psycho-analytic theory of mental functioning and the psychopathology of schizophrenia. Having provided their own theoretical spectacles, they then utilise isolated clinical examples to illustrate the phenomena they observed under such headings as "confusion of identity," "disturbances in perception, of thinking and of memory." They justified their use of such examples by avoiding complex psychopathological inferences that would have called for long accounts of group interviews to support them. The examples are interesting in themselves, but when they are used only in support of a theory, and never to draw attention to gaps in that theory, some readers will perhaps think that "faith" would be a more appropriate descriptive term. The authors, however, express surprise at how coherent occasional remarks of a seriously disturbed schizophrenic can be. In their conclusions the authors make it clear that they have deliberately 93
